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IDIOTS INSTITUTIONS (EXEMPTION FROm RATES) BILL.

Mr. TOMLINSON has brought in a Bill to exempt from poor and other
local rates all registered institutions for the care, training, and education
of idiots and imbeciles. The measure (which was read a first time) is
" backed" by Mr. Round, Sir Frederick Mappin, Mr. Maclure, Mr. Allison,
Sir William Houldsworth, and Sir Blundell Maple.

PETITIONS.
A petition has been presented from Clifton. praying for the prohibition

of vivisection.
From Croydon a petition has been presented for further protection of

the British troops against contagious disease.

MIDWIVES REGISTRATION BILL.
The second reading of this Bill has been deferred till Monday, May

3rd.
REPORT ON ALKALI, ETC., WORKS.

A copy has been presented of the thirty-third Annual Report for I896,
on Alkali, etc., Works, by the Chief Inspector.

NOTICES.
Mr. BARTLEY proposes to ask the Under Secretary of State for War

whether it is a fact that the effective branch of the Army Medical Depart-
ment is and has been for some time much below its authorised strength:
whether the cost of the non-effective Branch of the Army Medical Depart-
ment is now nearly equal to, if it does not exceed, the cost of the effective
branch: Whether he issaware that many of the medical officers who now
retire on a pension at the early age of about 45 are willing to remain on
the active list: And whether he will take steps to retain on the active
list medical officers who now retire in the prime of life, but who are
willing to remain on the active list.
Mr. WEIR will ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if he

will state the number of persons in England, Scotland, Ireland, and Wales
respectively licensed to practise vivisection, and how many of them hold
certificates to dispense with anmesthetics.
Mr. WEIR wishes to ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department

whether. having regard to the inability of the Board of Trade to prevent
overcrowding in the carriages of the Metropolitan and Metropolitan Dis-
trict Railwavs, he will consider the advisability of seeking powers in
regard to railway carriages similar to those which he now possesses in
the case of public conveyances in streets carrying more passengers than
they are authorised to hold.
Mr. BROADHURST has intimated his intention to ask the President of the

Local Government Board whether he will consider the desirability of
taking such action as may be necessary to prevent anyone local authority
monopolising the sources of water supply from the great watershed of
the country in order to ensure equal opportunity for all communities to
avail themselves of a share in this great and natural necessity of the
people.
Mr. COHEN will ask the President of the Local Government Board

whether he can state to the House the names of the members who will
form the Royal Commission on the Water Supply of London.
Mr. A. DRUCKER has given notice of his intention to ask the President

of the Board of Agriculture whether he is aware of the fact that the
majority of local bodies have not adopted the system of muzzling dogs
recommended by the Departmental Committee, and also that many
recognised authorities are against such compulsory muzzling; whether
the said Committee took steps to ascertain the views of well-known
breeders before making their report; and if, considering the fact that
muzzling entails serious inconvenience upon the owners of dogs and
grave injury to the health of the animals, he will facilitate further
inquiry.

ME DICO-LE GAL.
MEDICAL TITLES.

GE3NERAL PRACTITIONER writes as follows: Holding the diploma of theSociety of Apothecaries, London, 1892, can I by virtue of this diplomainscribe myself on my plate as " Physician and Surgeon" ?
** A Licentiate of the Society of Apothecaries whose diploma is

dated after June 3oth, I887, is qualified to practise medicine, surgery,
and midwifery.

SEIZURE OF GOODS FOR DEBT.
DIDYMUs asks the following question: When a medical man's goods areseized for debt, can the following be taken (under bill of sale) ?-diplomas, books, instruiments, drugs, etc.; wearing apparel, horse andtrap used in practice of profession. The first and last items are men-tioned in the bill of sale.

*** It may be doubtful if an article like a diploma can be taken in
execution for debt, on account of its unsaleable character. The other
articles could, we think, be taken, provided that there be excepted the
wearing apparel and bedding of the debtor and his family, and the tools
and implements of his trade in which, we think, would be included
medical instruments) to the value of £5. Such of the articles, however,
as are in a bill of sale, if seized under execution, should be claimed by
by the lholder of the bill of sale in the usual way.

THE guardians of the Strood Union, Kent, recently nega-
tived a motion to rescind their resolution ordering the bodies
of unclaimed paupers to be sent to the Cambridge School of
Anatomy for dissecting purpose3.

NOTES ON HEALTH RESORTS.
The Baths of Lucca have been known from very early times.
In 1245 they were visited by the Emperor Frederick II. Fal-
lopius, the famous Professor of Pisa, and the physician Bian-
cello, spoke in their favour, and Montaigne in 158I sought
their aid. In more recent times Heine, Shelley, and Byron
have visited them, and have contributed by their writings to
their fame. We have received notes about them from Dr.
Herbert Danvers, one of the resident physicians, who be-
lieves they deserve to be more widely known amongst
English-speaking people. Three villages help to make up
the spa. They lie at the foot of the Apennines, in the beau-
tiful valley of the Lima, fifteen miles from the old town of
Lucca. Ponte Seraglio lies 400 feet above sea level, and has
two good hotels and a casino. Villa (500 feet), the most
beautifully situated of the three villages, is, with "Bagni
Caldi," the most frequented by English visitors; it possesses
an English church, a lawn tennis ground, and a little casino
and theatre. The prices for accommodation at the hotels or
furnished apartments are still, unlike those of the Riviera,
moderate. Bagni Caldi is more elevated (i,ooo feet) than the
other villages, and possesses the principal bath establish-
ment and the hottest spring. There is here a grotto used as
a natural vapour bath, and " Aix douches," and other douches,
as well as mud baths and massage, can be obtained. The
springs of Lucca vary in temperature from 98° to 1290 F.,
and contain about 2 to 3 per mille solids in solution, chiefly
sulphate of calcium and sulphate of sodium. The baths
may be used for the class of cases for which simple thermal
and thermal earthy waters are generally used, including
many chronic gouty and rheumatic cases, the uric acid
diathesis, cases of sciatica, neuralgic affections, and some
forms of dysmenorrhcea. The bathing season is from May ist
to September 15th, but according to Dr. Danvers the place
might serve as a climatic intermediate station for patients
coming from the Riviera in spring, as well as for those
coming from active mineral water treatment at German spas
in autumn. The pure air and freedom from dust are useful
in many cases of chronic bronchitis and emphysema. At
present it takes a diligence journey of an hour and a half to
reach the baths from the nearest railway station (Ponte-
Moriano), but a railway will probably soon be completed to
the spa itself.

Faulenseebad, Canton Bern.-This climatic station lies above
the southern bank of the Lake of Thun, 780 feet above the
level of the lake, 2,630 feet above that of the sea. It is only
20 minutes distant from the landing stage of the village of
Faulensee, so that it can be easily reached, and excursions by
steamboat can be easily made. The views across the lake are
magnificent, and numbers of pleasant walks can be taken in
the neighbourhood. The climate is mild, and there is not
much fog. In summer it is often very hot, but the neighbour-
ing wood affords shelter from the sun. The cold, earthy
waters contain about I.5 per mille sulphate of calcium, a
small amount of ferrous carbonate, some carbonic acid gas,
and a trace of sulphuretted hydrogen. The baths are arti-
ficially warmed, and the water is now employed internally
only in comparatively small amounts (quite different to the
former custom) and previously warmed. Hydrotherapeutic
treatment, electric treatment, and massage can likewise be
employed. Milk is sometimes made use of in the cure. The
climate, with or without the mineral water, is useful in weak,
gouty, or rheumatic patients, in chronic catarrh of the respir-
atory organs, and in some cases of dyspepsia. Convalescent,
debilitated, neurotic, and overworked patients are in many
cases likely to be benefited by a stay. The station remains
open from May to October.

Sanatoria.for Consumption in France.-The first private sana-
torium in France was that founded in I890 on the Canigou,
near Vernet-les-Bains. Dr. Sabourin, the director, obtained
good results there, but was not able to keep the sanatorium
open throughout the year. Dr. Samuel Bernheim, who had
previously insisted on the importance of separating consump-
tives from other patients in general hospitals, and of removing

1 Les Sanatoria pour Tuberculeux en France. Communicated by Dr. S.
Bernheim at the International Congress for Climatology, held at
Clermont-Ferrand, x5rg6.
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all tuberculous subjects from barracks and schools, resolved to
establish in France sanatoria analogous to the twenty-four or
so establishments which already existed in other countries.
One of them is on Mont Bonmorin at Ardes (Department of
Puy-de-Dbme), not far from Clermont-Ferrand, whilst
another is on Mont Pacanaglia, about four and a-half miles
from Nice. Each establishment is to contain about 200
patients. All the patients' rooms are to have a large window
looking towards the south, and to contain about 2,470 cubic
feet of air. No carpets, curtains, or friezes in relief will be
allowed. The walls will, be pleasantly painted, but easily
washable, like the ceilings and floor, and all the corners will
be rounded off. Dr. Bernheim is one of those who believe
that some climates are more suitable than others for the
treatment of consumption. In the plains the drainage is
more difficult, the air is less pure, the dampness is greater,
whilst in the mountains the blood is better oxygenated. A
mountain site should be well protected from the winds, the
temperature should be fairly equable, the soil should be
porous, and there should be neighbouring forests of pines.
Both sanatoria are excellently situated. That of Mont Bon-
morin is about 2,630 feet above sea level, and looks over the
rich broad plain of the Limagne. That of Mont Pacanaglia
lies about i,640 feet above sea level, and has a magnificent
view over the Bay of Villefranche and the sea. Both sana-
toria are excellently sheltered from disagreeable winds.

P-UBLIC HEALTH
AND

POOR-LAW MEDICAL SERVICES.

ENGLISH URBAN MORTALITY IN THE FIRST QUARTER OF 1897.
THE vital statistics of the thirty-three large English towns dealt with by
the Registrar-General in his weekly returns are summarised in the

accompanying table. During the three months ending March last 86,898
births were registered in these thirty-three towns, equal to an annual
rate of 31.2 per x,ooo of their aggregate population, estimated at 10,992,524.
persons in the middle of this year. In the corresponding periods of the
three preceding years the birth-rates in these towns were 32.0, 33.5, and
30.4 per I,ooo respectively. In London the birth-rate last quarter was 31.1
per I,ooo, while it averaged 32.1 in thirty-two provincial towns, among
which it ranged from 20.8 in Huddersfield, 21.0 in Halifax, 24.7 in Brighton,
26.i in Croydon, and 26.2 in Derby to 35.5 in Sheffield, 36.6 in Liverpool,
36.7 in Gateshead, 37.1 in Wolverhampton, and 37.8 in Salford.
During the quarter under notice 52,667 deaths were registered in the

thirty-three towns, corresponding to an annual rate of 19.2 per Ioo,
against 2I.o, 25.2, and 19.5 in the first quarters of the three preceding
years, I894-5-6. In London the rate of mortality was equal to 18.4 per
I,ooo, while it averaged ig.8 in the thirty-two provincial towns, among
which it ranged from 13.6 in Croydon, '4.9 in West Ham 15.3 in Brighton,
i6.o in Derby, and 26.3 in Cardiff to 22.6 in Preston, 22.5 in Bolton, 23.2 in
Salford, 23.5 in Manchester, and 23.9 in Liverpool. The 52,667 deaths
registered in the thirty-three towns last quarter included 4,646 which
were referred to the principal zymotic diseases, equal to an annual rate
of x.69 per I,ooo; in London the zymotic death-rate was equal to.
i.65 per I,ooo, while it averaged 1.73 in the thirty-two provincial
towns, among which it ranged from 0.48 in Norwich, 0.57 in Halifax,
0.76 in Brighton, o.8o in Croydon, and o.88 in Huddersfield to 2.26 in
Blackburn. 2.50 in Plymouth, 2.72 in Nottingham, 3.50 in Bolton, and 3.92 in
Salford. The 4,646 deaths referred to the principal zymotic diseases in
the thirty-three towns included 1,380 from whooping-cough, 956 from
diphtheria 893 from measles, 530 from diarrhoea, 469 from scarlet fever,
4o6from iever"(principally enteric), and I2 from small-pox. The i,38o.
fatal cases of whooping-cough registered during the three months under
notice were equal to an annual rate of o.5o per i,ooo, against 0.84, 0.42, and
o.28 in the three preceding quarters ; in London the cleath-rate from this
disease was 0.49 per I,ooo, while it.averaged o.52 in the thirty-two provincial
towns, among which whooping-cough showed the highest proportional
fatality in Bristol. Swansea, Nottingham, Burnley, and Blackburn. The
956 deaths referred to diphtheria during last quarter were equal to 0.35 per
I.ooo, against 0.34, 0.35, and 0.42 in the three preceding quarters; in London
the diphtheria death-rate was as high as. o.s8 per I,ooo, while it averaged
o.I9 in the thirty-two provincial towns, among which this disease waspro-
portionally most fatal in West Ham, Cardiff, Wolverhampton, Birming-
ham, and Huddersfield. The 893 fatal cases of measles registered during
the three montns ended March last were equal to o.33 per Ir,ooo, against
2.09, 0.50, and 0.33 in the three preceding quarters; in London the death-
rate from this disease did not exceed O.I5 per I,o0o, while it averaged 0.45
in the thirty-two provincial towns, among which measles showed the
highest proportional fatality in Plymouth, Nottingham, Bolton, Man-
chester, Salford, and Bradford. The 530 deaths from diarrhcea

Analysis of the Vital and Mlortal Statistics of Thirty-three of the Largest English Towns duri'ng the First Quarter of 1897.

AnnualRateper 0 co
ol) i ,ooo Living. oci

P.

Towns. b uS uS O '0 4 995Q

West Ham .. . . ~~~~~~ 2,281 1,014 33.4 24.9 1.70~~~C-) x6 -C30 8 30 35 S 25 25

BrisTol.23092,5242 86,868 52,2672 28.7 20.2 2.693 462 -2 89 469 226 7738 30 530 2509 0

Cardiff.Twn . 69270,035 52,3205 369 32.1 26.3 1.77 758i - 273 30 3I8 837 27 751 2547 2.

Lowansea.200,3069 74643 45250 30.5 i8.4 2.44 1,36 - - 2 641 273 12 27 145 o.6

WolserHampt2 73,628 28o8 4661 37.2 22.49 i.66 36 - 30 3 20 35 5 2 1251 2.1
BCroydnha.50,1772 4,387 2,401 34.9 20.9 2.07 262 - 25 24 57 10 23 43 107 4.

Norwich.on12140,15 886 522 32.37 153 0.48 23 - 1 5 22 3 I 1244 2.

Leicesmoter.820,599 1,2668 8767 32.97 17.3 1593 8o - 58 36 4 27 13 5 159 2.5

Nlyottinha.232,934 17308 52,20 29.8 20.7 2.72 6i8 - 39 23 6 76 2 8 275x 02.3

Berby.ol032,291 ,675 4212 26.720x.2 0.98 I25 - 3 6 127 3 10 0-4

Livnerpool.63,078 579 3,7742 36.6I23. 31.95 309 - 67 2 33 272 26 55 145 4.1

Bolvehmton .1728,43 95 4682 32.9 22.5 3.50 206 - 84 4 20 1 5 4 2 153 0.1

Mainnchseg5429 4,8a,283.m3. .9 292 - 87 21 2 0 35 4 o5 4.2
Salford.253,907 2,012 2,264 37.8 23.1 .2 02057 29 54 36 25 19473

Norwichy.1o,122 886 5312 30. x.620 0.20 13 - 6351 2 63 2104 20.9

Blackbungh31,330 Xs 666 29.2 20.3 2.726 745 - -9 13 6 44 126 6 179 3.

HDdersby el1032,45 525 4451 20.8 27.6 o.98 22 - 3 1 8 4 4 1 1221 .

Haifax.eags,249 502 411 322.0 17.2 0.57 24 - 2 2 2 9 6 2 l29 1.9

Bivradforl.2631,207 2,462 3,0575.7823662 2.64 395 - 67 56 33 82 26 20 1345 413
Bleeds.421,472 3,35 62,4 32.9 20.0 1.150 217 - 33 31 17 28 4 7 153 oS1

Sanheffield.352,848 583,131627 35.5 28.5 2.23 299 - 287 28 II 20 35 48 35 3.2

Hull.2215,045 92,3 9722! 32.7 27.3 261 42 - 5 23 9 22 20 6 2245 2.8

Surnderand.1242,207 2,39170 33.8 20.0 2.40 50 - 7 - 6 235 2 9 2142 0.9

Glateshead.101,070 926 447 36.7 27.7 2.35 34 - i6 4 2 44 62 2 146 0.7

Nudewsfledn-YI10 . 2,4555 2,25 445 320.8 3i7.6 8 2.3 27 - 29 4 5 46 2 8I 41.22-8


